Open selection for admission to doctoral studies at the University of Pavia
Information for foreign students and/or documents required in case of non-Italian academic degree
The following notes are a short summary of the official statements available at the University web site: http://www.unipv.eu/on-line/Home/Ricerca/Dottoratidiricerca.html and in the call for applications. 

They are provided here in order to assist non-Italian candidates during the online application and selection procedures for doctoral studies. 

Doctoral studies are open to candidates without any restriction on age and citizenship. 
The main requirement for participating to the selection procedure for admission to doctoral studies is the possession of a second-level University degree, generally equivalent to a Master degree.
Candidates must obtain the degree before the deadline for applications. 

The application for admission must be done only through the online procedure by 12 a.m. of July 21, 2009. At the end of the online application candidates with academic degree awarded by a foreign University must print the application form, sign it and forward it (attaching their qualifications and documentation, as planned) by 21 July 2009. 
On the above mentioned website the online application form is available in Italian and English versions. 

Candidates with academic degree awarded by a foreign University not officially declared equivalent to the Italian academic degree, must submit an explicit request for the declaration of the equivalence by filling in the field “To the request of equivalence of the Degree the following documentation is attached” in their application form and then attach to the printed and signed application the following documents: 

a) a copy of the University academic degree in their original language and its translation into Italian or English, (specific doctorates may also accept documents in other languages: please contact the local coordinator of the doctorate for information);

b) a final University transcript, including denominations of the courses taken, the marks received and the date of the award of the degree and its translation into Italian or English;

c) if in possession, the “dichiarazione di valore”, issued by the Italian Embassy or Consulate. 

Only successful candidates have to deliver the above required documents translated and legalised, together with the “dichiarazione di valore”, if not submitted yet, within a period of time agreed with the Administration.

The “dichiarazione di valore” is a document certifying that the academic degree has legal validity in the country where it was obtained. The declaration should also specify that the academic degree was delivered after a full first + second level University curriculum (a total of at least 4 years) and that it is a qualifying title for being admitted to doctoral studies. If the first-level and second-level degrees are obtained in two different Universities, only a certification about the second level degree is required, though the “Dichiarazione di valore” should mention the full University curriculum – for istance that the Master degree was obtained after 5 years of university studies and that the first-level degree had been previously obtained in another university.
Non-Italian candidates have to select the option “I apply to doctorate (with or without grant)” for the selection procedure for admission to Doctoral courses WITH FELLOWSHIP*, which can be of two kinds: 

A) by qualifications and examinations (written and oral); 

B) by examinations (written and oral). 

At the end of the online application candidates must print the application form, sign it and forward it (attaching their qualifications, as planned). Please refer to the call for applications (in Italian only) for information about the procedure that applies to the doctorate of interest. 
In case of procedure A), the candidate is required to include, along with the application form, a list of qualifications as specified for each Doctorate in the call for application. Usually, they include curriculum vitae dated and signed, the graduating mark, a list of publications, in the international format, with all authors listed, a copy of the above mentioned publications, any other documents or qualifications useful for the selection.

For both selection procedures, University certification proving equivalence of the degree (as above-mentioned) is required. 

*The amount of the fellowship is € 13.638,47 per year. This amount can be increased up to 50% for PhD student who decide to spend a period of time abroad (maximum 18 months in the three-year PhD course). Additional contracts for specific research teaching activities may also be granted according to University rule
Non-Italian candidates who do not reside in Italy can ask for admission to additional Doctoral positions WITHOUT FELLOWSHIP by selecting the appropriate option “I apply to additional positions, not covered by grant, for foreign students, resident in foreign countries” in the application form. In this case, the selection procedure will be by qualifications only (candidates will not take any exam), so applicants are required to submit the documentation proving the equivalence of the academic degree (see above) a full CV, a list of publications, a copy of the publications, and any other relevant qualifications or documents (awards, other activities, etc). Candidates have to declare in their application to be able to communicate in Italian or in English or in any language required by each doctoral course as listed in the call for application (Art.1). 

A Selection Committee will evaluate the documentation provided by the candidate. 
The Selection Committee has thirty points for the assessment of qualifications submitted by candidates resident abroad. Assessment of qualifications is based on specific criteria defined before examining applications. Average minimum to be selected is 21 points. The Committee will report in the minutes the evaluation criteria, the total score attributed to each candidate and the final ranking. The ranking is in descending order, based on the vote achieved by each candidate.

Selected candidates are admitted without fellowship to the doctorate in the order of ranking on the basis of the availability of positions.
In all cases a signed photocopy of the candidate’s personal document (passport or ID card) is required. 

